Jacob John Michlitsch

Baptized:
February 12,
2005 at
Christ the King
Roman Catholic
Church,
Webster, SD

Parents: Amy Michlitsch, Todd Michlitsch
Mentor: Andrew Frankenstein

Statement of Faith:

To be a member of the church means
to me that I have been accepted as a contrib-
uting member of the church. It means that |
am a part of the Church as are many of you.
We can all come here as a safe place and talk
to God and grow closer to our church family.

Prayer is very important in life. If
you can’t talk to God then who can you talk
to? God’s there to listen and will always un-
derstand what you’re feeling. God loves talk-
ing to each and every one of us. You can also
never say anything to God to offend him be-
cause he is forgiving. God will never tear us
down only lift us up. I think as followers of
God we need to look to him for guidance
because nobody knows you like God knows
you. Next time you're feeling down or don’t
know what to do anymore talk to God, he
will guide you down the right path.

The Bible is also very important. It
tells us the story of God and Jesus and many
of his prophets. It also teaches us many

important lessons about life. It also can help us
through those hard times in life that we all have.
It can teach us how to treat others and how to
praise God. My personal favorite verse is Psalm
23:4. Which says, “though I walk through the
valley of the shadow of death I will for no evil
because God is with me.”

God the Creator truly amazes me with
some of the things that have been created and
some of the things that happen in our everyday
lives. For example, have you ever just wondered
how the human body just works? We have all
these unique systems and functions in our body
that usually last for several decades. I personally
think that is quite amazing. I like to consider
myself an outdoorsman, I enjoy being outside
and breathing in the fresh air. But sometimes
when I’m in nature I just stop and take in the
scenery. It makes me wonder how of all the
things on earth God managed to make every little
detail completely unique and amazing. I don’t
know about you but nothing makes me happier
than a South Dakota sunrise in the distance with
nothing but nature around you. God is good
that’s for sure.

The Holy Spirit is something that I
believe lives in all of us. It helps guide us on our
journeys. I believe it also helps us believe in God
even though we cannot see him. I also believe
that we need to start embracing that Spirit more.
We need to show others the good that lives
inside of us all.

I believe that Jesus Christ is real. I be-
lieve all of the stories in the Bible that are told of
him. I believe that he was sacrificed for our sins
and so that we may be redeemed. I also believe
that he washed the people’s feet and fed and
clothed them because Jesus was a servant of the
people and that’s why we worship him because
he wasn’t afraid to help people.
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Kaycee Marie Stoner

Baptized:
January 10,
2021 at
Tulare United
Church

Parent: Coby Stoner
Mentor: Megan Fliehe

Statement of Faith:

God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit is what
many people say. Father: standing for God,
Creator of all earth and humankind. Son: Je-
sus, who died for everyone and helped show
people the way to worship and spread the
word of God. Holy Spirit: the sense of God
without God physically being here, or a
sense of direction given by God trying to
send people in the right path. God has never
failed us, people have failed him. God is al-
ways willing to forgive sins that people
make as long as you talk to God and pray.
Books: simple things made of paper. The
book itself does nothing but the words inside
can have a great impact. The Bible has so
many important lessons and stories to help
people with life and their journey through
faith. I have personally never read the whole
Bible, but the parts I have read have made
me think about how things are different now.
How many miracles were made, how the
word of God was spread, how Jesus died for

our sins. So many people take for granted the
opportunity God gives us and the chances we
have.

Being baptized or confirmed and becoming a
member of the church is a journey that many
people take most not knowing why. When I was
younger I came to the church because it was
close to me but as I’ve grown it’s become a
home, a family, a safe place. The Church is a
place where you can have opinions and thoughts
and not everyone has to think or act the same.
Everyone is welcome to come for one Sunday or
many, one month or years. People of all ages are
able to learn starting at basics and moving into
more complex learning with more understanding
of the Bible, Jesus, the Holy Spirit and God the
Creator.

Carter John Binger

Baptized:
October 24, 2004
at Tulare United
Church

Parents: Chad & Kristie Binger
Mentor: Wayne Binger

Statement of Faith:
I believe God the Creator created the earth and
everything on it in a special way. I see God the

Creator in the wildlife around us. The way birds
are always flying around and chirping helps me
feel the presence of God.

The second form of God is God the Son. I
believe God sent Jesus to earth to educate peo-
ple about him. Jesus taught us how to live and
worship God in special ways. God sent us Jesus
to save us. Before God sent Jesus to help us, we
were lost, and he helped us understand the true
meaning of life. He taught us how to value

family and friends.

The third creation of God is the Holy Spirit. I
see the Holy Spirit every time I pray and read
the Bible. I sense the Holy Spirit’s presence in
church during scripture and when the church
sings together. I see the Holy Spirit sending a
message and teaching me how to value what I
have through the Holy Spirit’s presence in the
church.

I believe the Bible is one of God’s best ways
of teaching us about him. The Bible is our main
source of learning about God. The Bible tells us
amazing stories that really gives me faith in
God. The miracles that happen in the Bible, tell
me to always have faith in God’s work and
helps me understand why all the events took
place back when Jesus was teaching his disci-
ples.

I believe being a member of the church is a
gift from God. God gives us the chance to
spread his word in the community and with oth-
ers. Being a part of the church would be an ex-
citing feeling from God. The fact that I can help
my community and friends in the faith of God
is amazing. Becoming a member of the church
and accepting my faith and worshiping God
helps me understand that God has a plan for
everyone.



Mason L.eo Bottum

Baptized:
April 3, 2005 at
St. Bernard’s
Roman Catholic
Church
in Redfield, SD

Parents: Jeremy & Amy Bottum
Mentor: Judy Wagner

Statement of Faith:

I believe that the Bible not only tells us
the most important stories, which include the
creation, Gods will towards us, and the teach-
ings of Jesus, but guidelines on how we should
govern our lives. God the Creator, Jesus Christ
the Son, and the Holy Spirit the Comforter do
everything from being with us in tough times to
helping us with our simplest of problems so we
could live the lives we have today.

I believe that God the Creator created
everything we see today, and that everything
belongs to him. I believe that everything we
grow, love, and enjoy was made by God and
that we should be ever grateful for what he has
done for us. For example, most everyone loves
something, and that something was created by
God the Creator.

I believe that Jesus Christ made the big-
gest sacrifice to save us from our sins. He died
and was put on the cross for us. Even while our
ancestors put him on the cross, he continued to

pray to God, saying “Father, forgive them, for
they do not know what they are doing.” (Luke
23:24) I believe that Jesus taught us his selfless-
ness and ability to forgive so we could use them
in our daily lives.

I believe that the Holy Spirit is and al-
ways will be with us no matter how hard or easy
of times we are in. It was with us during this
spring while everyone was dealing with the
stressful pandemic and economy, it was also
with us while we celebrated making it through
those tough times. I believe that the Holy Spirit
is always there to comfort and aid everyone
when they want or need it.

I believe that the Bible is God’s advice
and story given to us. The second half of the Bi-
ble is letters written by the apostles of Jesus
along with many other stories. I believe that the
Bible, however, is not just stories and letters. I
believe the New Testament part of the Bible is a
guideline given to show us how we should prop-
erly govern our lives in God’s image. When we
fail or make a mistake in living our lives based
on God’s vision, that is when we sin.

I believe being a member of the church is
a big step in someone’s faith journey. I believe
being a part of the Church puts someone closer
in their relationship with God and puts a respon-
sibility and opportunity to help the church or
anyone in the world whenever the need arises. |
also believe a member of the church can cause
lots of change, good or bad. I hope that I can
change the Church for the better.

oUr VULOW

To be a church where people of all ages can
grow in faith,
be inspired by the love and grace of God
and align their
lives with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

O WMUASLO

To share God's love through worship, study,
caring relationships and community.

we yalue

the whole family
We will be a church where all generations
bless one
another and worship God together.
serving community
We are called to serve as Jesus served and
to give as Jesus gave. We will use our indi-
vidual gifts to serve
everyone, inside and outside the church.
openness to all
We are filled by the love of God, which in-
spires us to
open our hearts and our doors to everyone.




Riley David Fliehe

Baptized:
November 27,
2005 at
St. Bernard’s
Roman Catholic
Church
in Redfield, SD

Parents: Brent & Megan Flieche
Mentor: Karla Schultz

Statement of Faith

I believe God the Father watches over us even
if it does not-seem like it. God forgives us for
our sins and is always listening when we pray
to help us through whatever. Even if were at
our lowest point He will still be watching over
us. If we ever feel alone, we can know and trust
that God is always watching and listening. I
believe God the Creator created everything
around us for a reason. I feel and see God’s
presence everywhere around me. From feeling
the wind blow around me and hearing it
through the trees. If we look closer at the things
around us we see God is everywhere at all
times showing us His love and power.

I believe God the Son was sent to restore our
relationship with God. Jesus changed water into
wine, helped a blind man see, and helped
Simon Peter catch fish. Jesus was crucified on
the cross to save humanity. After Jesus moved
the stone of the tomb this showed how power-
ful God really is.

I believe to be a member of the Church is to
help in every way I can. From lighting candles
to helping clean fellowship hall. Doing the little
things not only will help me be a better member
of the church but also help other people too. I
also believe being a member of the church will
help me get to know God better and understand
more about Him and the Church.

I believe everything in the Bible happened for a
reason. The Bible verse that speaks most to me
is Isaiah 40:29 “He gives power to the weak
and strength to the powerless.” This speaks the
most to me because no matter how down we
are or what we are going through we can be
sure God is always with us.

On this special day full of promises, we want to
thank our parents, grandparents, Sunday School
teachers, mentors, youth group leaders, Pastor
Lorah and the people of Tulare United Church
for their guidance and support. Thank you for
loving us enough to teach us about God and
being a follower of Jesus Christ.

God bless you.

Riley, Jacob, Mason, Carter and Kaycee

Tulare

United

Church

We are a united and
uniting faith community
affiliated equally with the
United Methodist Church

and the
United Church of Christ.
All are welcome here!



